
 

Gentleman’s Style Guide  
Everything you need to know to style your next wardrobe 



 

Welcome…	
Good	day!	Thank	you	for	downloading	this	style	guide	-	a	full	and	comprehensive	guide	
to	choosing	your	next	suit	and	the	etiquette	related	to	everything	in	the	tailoring	world.		

From	jackets	and	shirts	to	shoes	and	styling,	everything	you	can	imagine	to	help	you	to	
perfect	your	style	in	any	situation.	We	wish	you	all	the	best	in	your	endeavours	and	look	
forward	to	sharing	more	tips	and	tricks	with	you	in	the	future.		

Yours	sincerely,		

Ian Fielding-Calcutt
Ian	Fielding-Calcutt,	MD,	Fielding	&	Nicholson	(UK)	Ltd.		
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Gentleman’s Style Guide 
Everything you need to know to style your next wardrobe  

Jacket	Types	

A	single	breasted	garment	-	A	jacket,	coat	or	waistcoat	with	its	fastening	buttons	
positioned	down	the	centre	of	the	wearers	torso,	with	no	overlap	between	the	two	
halves	of	the	garment.	Single-breasted	garments	are	generally	less	formal	than	double-
breasted	garments.	
	

SB1B	-	A	single-breasted	jacket	with	one	button	is	
most	commonly	seen	on	casual	garments	and	is	
paired	frequently	with	a	peak	lapel.		Single-
breasted	dinner	jackets	should	also	traditionally	be	
one	buttons,	as	any	additional	buttons	would	add	
un-necessary	additional	detail	to	the	otherwise	
simple	jacket.	

	

SB2B	-	A	single-breasted	jacket	with	2	buttons	is	
the	most	commonly	seen	suit	style,	especially	in	
ofTices	and	business	environments.	A	notch	or	
peak	lapel	will	both	work	with	two	buttons	but	a	
notch	is	the	most	common	in	an	ofTice	
environment.	Generally	2	buttons	are	more	formal	
than	single	buttons,	but	2	buttons	still	work	with	
casual	garments.	Never	button	the	second	button,	
only	the	top.	

		



 

	

SB3B	-	A	3	button	single-breasted	jacket	is	a	
slightly	more	old	school	style,	best	suited	to	a	
taller	gentleman.	Shorter	gentlemen	risk	looking	
shorter	still	because	of	the	reduced	exposure	of	
your	chest.	A	3-button	jacket	can	however	have	a	
rolled	lapel,	which	adds	an	extra	detail	to	a	casual	
jacket,	and	makes	a	3	button	more	feasible	for	a	
shorter	gentleman	to	wear.	The	top	button	can	be	
worn	fastened	or	un-	fastened,	the	center	button	
should	always	be	fastened,	and	the	last	should	
never	be	fastened.	
		

SB4B	-	Any	single	breasted	garment	with	more	
than	3	buttons	is	a	much	more	old-school	style.	
These	kinds	of	suit	would	look	out	of	place	in	
modern	workplaces,	though	an	older	gentleman	
(or	more	conTident	younger	gentleman)	might	be	
seen	wearing	a	4	or	5	button	jacket	to	a	regatta	or	
the	races.		

A	double-breasted	garment	-	A	jacket,	coat	or	
waistcoat	that	overlaps	itself	in	order	to	fasten.	This	overlap	creates	a	double	layer	of	
fabric,	which	will	increase	the	wearer’s	temperature.	DB’s	are	more	formal	than	a	single-
breasted	garment.	Double	breasted	jackets	and	coats	almost	always	have	a	peak	lapel.	
This	is	because	double-breasted	garments	are	seen	as	more	formal,	and	peak	lapels	are	
the	smarter	equivalent	of	a	notch	lapel.			

DB	1	x	2	-	A	double-breasted	jacket	with	only	2	
buttons,	of	which	only	1	will	fasten	(and	the	
anchor	button	adjacent	on	the	inside).	The	buttons	
are	positioned	in	a	pair.	The	lapel	can	Tinish	either	
at	the	middle	of	the	torso	or	lower	down	the	torso.	
The	former	will	suit	most	body	types	while	the	
latter	can	appear	to	shorten	the	wearer’s	torso.	
Pocket	styles	will	differ	dependent	on	the	wearers	
taste,	but	generally	they	will	be	seen	with	two	Tlap	
waist	pockets	and	a	welt	breast	pocket.	



 

	

DB	1	x	3	-	A	double-breasted	jacket	with	6	buttons	
but	only	the	Tinal	1	will	fasten	(and	the	anchor	
button	adjacent	on	the	inside).	The	buttons	are	
positioned	in	pairs,	gradually	becoming	wider	
apart	as	they	progress	up	the	torso.		This	style	of	
DB	jacket	is	seen	mostly	on	older	gentleman.	Due	
to	the	lapel	Tinishing	on	the	lowest	button,	the	
jacket	style	can	appear	to	shorten	a	gentleman,	so	
a	shorter	gent	should	be	wary	of	this	style.	Pocket	
styles	will	differ	dependent	on	the	wearers	taste,	
but	generally	they	will	be	seen	with	two	Tlap	waist	
pockets	and	a	welt	breast	pocket.	

DB	2	x	3	-	A	double-breasted	jacket	with	6	buttons	
but	only	the	lowest	2	fasten	(and	the	anchor	
button	on	the	inside).	The	lowest	4	buttons	that	
you	see	are	parallel,	with	the	top	2	being	the	wider	
two.	This	is	the	most	commonly	seen	DB	jacket	
style	and	will	suit	most	body	shapes.	Pocket	styles	
will	differ	dependent	on	the	wearers	taste,	but	
generally	they	will	be	seen	with	two	Tlap	waist	
pockets	and	a	welt	breast	pocket.	

	

DB	3	x	3	-	A	double-breasted	jacket	with	6	
buttons,	3	of	which	fasten	(and	the	anchor	button	
on	the	inside).	This	style	shows	all	6	buttons	
parallel	to	each	other,	none	of	the	buttons	will	get	
wider.	The	jacket	will	button	higher	on	the	torso	
than	the	lesser-buttoned	DB	jackets,	because	of	
this;	the	jacket	can	have	a	bit	of	a	military	air	to	it	
and	will	best	suit	taller	frames.	Pocket	styles	will	
differ	dependent	on	the	wearers	taste,	but	
generally	they	will	be	seen	with	two	Tlap	waist	
pockets	and	a	welt	breast	pocket.	



 

	

DB	3	x	4	-	A	double-breasted	jacket	with	8	
buttons,	3	of	which	will	fasten	(and	the	anchor	
button	on	the	inside).		This	style	of	jacket	has	all	of	
its	buttons	parallel,	though	the	top	2	are	not	
functional.	This	style	will	also	button	up	quite	high	
on	the	torso	to	give	it	the	military	shape	that	will	
suit	taller	gentleman	best.	Pocket	styles	will	differ	
dependent	on	the	wearers	taste,	but	generally	they	
will	be	seen	with	two	Tlap	waist	pockets	and	a	welt	
breast	pocket.	
	

DB	4	x	4	-	A	double-breasted	jacket	with	8	
buttons,	4	of	which	will	fasten	(and	the	anchor	
button	on	the	inside).	All	of	the	buttons	on	this	
jacket	are	parallel.	The	4	x	4	will	button	the	
highest	of	all	the	DB	suits	and	emulates	a	naval	
uniform.	Pocket	styles	will	differ	dependent	on	the	
wearers	taste,	but	generally	they	will	be	seen	with	
two	Tlap	waist	pockets	and	a	welt	breast	pocket.	

Jacket	Tits	

Classic	<it	-	A	classic	Tit	means	that	the	jacket	is	
much	looser	than	its	more	modern	counterparts.	
The	shoulder	pads	will	often	extend	further	than	
the	wearers	shoulder,	and	the	jacket	will	not	be	
nipped	in	at	the	waist.	The	jacket	will	likely	have	
no	vents	which	means	it	holds	its	shape,	even	
when	sitting	down	–	which	can	cause	the	jacket	
collar	to	rise	off	of	your	shirt.	A	classic	Titting	
trouser	will	likely	have	pleats,	creating	additional	
room	in	the	thigh.	The	hem	will	be	about	3-4”	
wider	than	necessary	to	create	additional	room.	
This	Tit	can	be	known	as	an	old	school	or	
American	style.	

	



 

Tailored	<it	-	A	tailored	Tit	jackets	shoulder	pads	
will	Tinish	neatly	on	the	wearers	shoulder,	and	the	
waist	will	be	slightly	tapered.	There	will	still	be	
between	1-2”	of	room	between	the	closed	jacket	
and	the	wearer’s	stomach.	The	trousers	will	likely	
be	Tlat	fronted	and	the	hem	only	about	2”	larger	
than	the	ankle	measurement.	This	will	create	
straight,	clean	lines	on	the	trouser.	This	Tit	is	a	
more	modern	style,	suiting	professionals	of	all	
ages,	but	favored	by	those	between	20	and	45	
years	of	age.	

	

Slim	<it	-	A	slim	Tit	jacket	is	the	most	modern	take	
on	how	a	suit	should	Tit.	The	shoulders	will	either	
sit	directly	on	the	shoulder	or	even	a	little	closer	
in.	The	jacket	sleeves	will	be	cut	closer	to	the	
body	and	the	armholes	will	be	higher.	The	jacket	
waist	will	be	heavily	tapered	with	about	1”	or	
less	between	the	fastened	jacket	and	the	wearer’s	
stomach.	Slim	Tit	trousers	will	deTinitely	be	Tlat	
fronted,	and	the	hem	of	the	trouser	will	be	only	
1-2”	bigger	than	the	ankle	measurement.	This	
will	create	a	tight	Tigure-hugging	trouser.	The	
idea	of	a	slim	Tit	suit	is	to	highlight	a	particularly	
athletic	Tigure	but	hugging	the	arms,	shoulders	
and	waist	–	think	Daniel	Craig’s’	bond.	

There	are	points	of	overlap	between	all	three	of	the	jacket	Tits.	Particularly	between	
tailored	and	slim,	though	tailored	suits	can	sometime	err	on	the	classic	side.	The	Tits	also	
apply	to	coats.	

Lapels	

Notch	lapel	-	A	lapel	with	a	small	triangular	notch	
cut	from	it.	The	most	common	lapel	in	the	ofTice	is	
often	a	notch.	It	suits	casual	and	professional	suits	
alike,	though	it	is	most	commonly	seen	on	a	two	or	
three	button	single	breasted.	No	double-breasted	
garment	should	even	have	a	notch	lapel.	It	should	
never	be	used	on	a	dinner	suit.		



 

	

Peak	lapel	-	A	lapel	with	a	pointed	extension	
added	at	the	join	between	lapel	and	collar.	A	
bolder	look	can	be	obtained	with	a	peak	lapel.	It	
will	draw	the	eye	to	the	shoulder	creating	a	strong	
silhouette.	Because	of	this,	a	wider	peak	lapel	is	
often	favored	to	enhance	ones	Tigure.	Peaks	work	
best	on	more	formal	suits,	or	statement	casual	
jackets.	Peaks	are	common	and	acceptable	on	
dinner	jackets.	

	

Shawl	lapel	-	an	uninterrupted	curved	lapel.	Use	
only	on	dinner	and	smoking	jackets	–	shawl	lapels	
also	suit	a	double-breasted	waistcoat.	It	is	the	
most	formal	lapel,	hence	why	it	is	used	only	for	the	
most	formal	kind	of	suits.		

Lapel	width	should	be	dictated	by	the	proportion	of	ones	body;	a	wider	lapel	to	suit	a	
big	chest,	a	slimmer	lapel	to	suit	a	smaller	chest.	On	3	button	jackets,	a	lapel	can	be	
rolled.	This	means	that	the	top	button	and	buttonhole	is	sewn	onto	the	lapel,	so	when	
unbuttoned,	the	lapel	will	roll	over	to	the	second	button,	adding	a	style	feature	to	your	
jacket.	



 

Lapel	details	

Edge	Stitching	-	Edge	stitching	is	also	known	as	
“Prick	stitching”	or	“AMF*	stitching”.	It	is	found	
around	the	edge	of	a	lapel	and	often	on	pocket	
seams	to	match.	When	referring	to	a	bespoke	
garment,	the	stitch	is	created	by	hand.	Some	
associate	edge	stitching	with	a	high	quality	
garment,	though	this	only	applies	to	suits	that	have	
been	hand-made,	as	the	stitch	adds	additional	time	
and	skill.	If	the	garment	is	off	the	peg	and	has	edge	
stitching,	a	machine	has	done	it	and	the	stitch	will	
have	been	quick	and	easy,	meaning	the	suit	is	not	
necessarily	of	a	higher	quality.		

	

Lapel	holes	-	Lapel	holes	are	also	known	as	
“Flower	holes”.	As	the	name	suggests,	the	Tlower	
hole	was	traditionally	reserved	for	a	gentleman’s	
boutonniere.	In	the	modern	age,	Tlowers	are	seen	
rarely	in	a	lapel	hole,	though	the	tradition	remains	
for	groomsmen	of	a	wedding	party	to	sport	a	
Tlower.	Decorative	lapel	pins	are	also	starting	to	be	
used	more,	some	of	which	resemble	Tlowers.	Off	
the	peg	lapel	holes	will	likely	be	sham	holes,	or	
real	holes	left	stitched	closed.	These	fake	holes	
serve	purely	as	decoration.	Bespoke	lapel	holes	
will	be	hand	made,	functioning	and	should	have	a	
stem	support	an	inch	or	two	below	the	buttonhole	
on	the	back	of	the	lapel.		

Buttonholes	are	sometimes	stitched	in	a	contrasting	colour	to	the	lapel	as	a	design	
feature.	If	this	is	done,	the	stitch	colour	often	matches	another	detail	on	the	suit,	for	
example	the	lining	or	perhaps	to	match	a	particular	tie.	A	coloured	lapel	hole	can	make	a	
suit	look	less	formal	and	so	is	best	saved	for	more	casual	or	wedding	suits.	

Vents	



 

	

Side	vents	-	Two	vents	on	either	side	of	the	jacket,	
following	on	from	the	jackets	side	seams.	The	dual	
vent	allows	the	wearer	more	movement,	a	feature	
that	reduces	creasing	and	increases	comfort.	It	is	
advisable	to	use	side	vents	on	your	work	suits,	
though	they	also	suit	casual	wear.	Avoid	using	side	
vents	on	a	dinner	jacket.	Side	vents	are	seen	as	a	
British	style	feature.	

	

Centre	vent	-	A	single	vent	following	on	from	the	
jackets	center	back	seam.	Often	the	center	vent	is	
seen	as	a	more	casual	option.	Movement	is	still	
possible	but	reduced	in	comparison	to	side	seams.	
Can	be	worn	on	a	dinner	jacket	but	is	frowned	
upon.	Center	vents	are	seen	as	a	more	Italian	style	
feature.		

	

No	vents	-	No	vents	should	be	reserved	for	dinner	
jackets.	The	lack	of	vents	means	movement	is	
minimal.	This	is	ideal	for	dinner	suits	as	dramatic	
movement	is	unlikely	when	at	a	dinner	event.	No	
vents	hold	the	shape	of	the	jacket	best,	which	
keeps	the	jacket	looking	perfect	when	standing.	
When	seated,	the	jacket	should	either	be	removed	
or	unbuttoned	to	prevent	the	collar	rising	off	of	the	
neck.	No	vents	are	seen	as	an	American	style,	as	
they	chose	to	wear	most	suits	vent-less,	which	
contributes	to	the	American	suits	“boxy”	shape.	



 

Jacket	pocket	types	
	

Jett	pocket	-	a	jetted	pocket	or	double	jetted	
pocket	is	the	most	discreet	pocket	of	the	bunch.	A	
jetted	pocket	consists	of	two	rectangular	jetts	
about	0.5cm	wide.	Between	the	two	jetts	is	the	
pocket	entrance.	Jetts	are	seen	mostly	seen	on	
dinner	jackets	or	on	the	inside	pockets	of	a	jacket.	
Jetts	can	be	used	to	elongate	the	Tigure,	a	useful	
fact	for	shorter	gents	–	as	the	jett	doesn’t	add	any	
extra	bulk	to	a	jacket;	the	eye	follows	the	
silhouette	upwards	uninterrupted,	adding	height	
to	the	wearers	Tigure.	

	

Flap	pocket	-	A	Tlap	pocket	is	the	most	commonly	
seen	side	pocket	on	a	jacket	or	coat.	There	will	be	a	
visible	jett	above	the	Tlap,	with	the	Tlap	being	
between	one	and	two	inches	wide.	The	pocket	
opening	is	concealed	under	the	Tlap.	The	Tlap	
pocket	can	be	used	on	formal	or	causal	garments,	
but	should	never	be	used	on	a	dinner	suit,	as	the	
Tlap	will	create	un-necessary	extra	bulk	to	the	
jacket.	This	bulk	can	be	useful	for	breaking	up	a	
suit,	if	a	taller	gentleman	wished	to	take	attention	
away	from	his	height;	Tlap	pockets	interrupt	the	
silhouette	and	will	make	the	torso	look	shorter.	

Patch	pocket	-	A	patch	pocket	is	visible	on	the	
outside	of	a	jacket,	as	it	is	simply	a	square	cut	of	
fabric	sewn	around	its	edges	to	the	jacket.	The	
pocket	opening	is	at	the	top	of	the	patch,	with	little	
to	no	detailing.	This	is	the	most	casual	pocket	style	
that	should	be	reserved	for	casual	jackets	only.		

	

Welt	pocket	-	A	welt	pocket	is	seen	mostly	as	a	jacket	or	coats	outer	breast	pocket,	and	
also	on	waistcoats.		A	welt	pocket	is	often	shorter	than	the	other	jacket	pockets	due	to	



 

its	primary	use	being	to	hold	a	pocket	square.	Of	a	
welt	pocket	only	a	short	rectangle	about	1”	wide	is	
visible.	The	entrance	to	the	pocket	is	between	the	
tip	of	the	rectangle	and	the	jacket.	The	welt	pocket	
has	its	pocket	bag	inside	the	jacket.	A	welt	
shouldn’t	be	used	as	a	side	pocket,	unless	on	a	
waistcoat.		

Pocket	locations	
	
Outer	ticket	
pocket	-	The	
outer	ticket	

pocket	is	a	pocket	about	1/4”	shorten	than	an	
outside	pocket.	It	is	situated	above	the	jackets	
waist	pockets,	normally	on	the	right	hand	side.	The	
ticket	pocket	was	originally	designed	as	a	place	for	
the	wearer	to	store	his/her	equestrian	crossing	
ticket,	making	it	easier	for	the	wearer	to	Tind	the	
ticket.	The	pocket	then	became	useful	for	the	
modern	mans	train	ticket.	In	the	world	we	live	in	
now	the	ticket	pocket	is	an	optional	design	feature,	
though	that’s	not	to	say	it	cannot	be	used	
exclusively	as	a	ticket	holding	pocket.	A	ticket	
pocket	is	normally	a	Tlap	pocket,	though	is	sometimes	seen	to	be	a	jett.	

Waist	pocket	-	99%	of	jackets	will	have	waist	
pockets.	Mostly	they	are	Tlap	pockets,	but	should	
always	be	jetted	on	a	dinner	suit.	The	pockets	can	
be	straight	or	at	a	various	degrees	or	slant.	A	
slanted	waist	pocket	will	draw	the	eye	to	the	
wearer’s	waist,	which	can	assist	with	creating	a	
slimmer	appearing	body.	A	more	dramatic	slant	
will	serve	more	as	a	deign	feature	than	as	a	
functional	slimming	tool.		

	

Breast	pocket	-	A	breast	pocket	is	located	on	the	left	hand	side	of	the	jackets	chest.	It	is	
between	½	and	¾	the	size	of	the	waist	pockets	as	its	primary	function	is	to	display	a	
pocket	square.	The	breast	pocket	will	normally	be	a	welt,	though	if	the	jackets	waist	



 

pockets	are	patch	pockets,	the	breast	can	
sometimes	bare	a	patch	pocket	too.		

Jacket	Construction	

Fusing	-	On	an	off	the	peg	garment,	the	jacket	
fabric	and	lining	is	attached	together	at	the	chest	
and	shoulder	using	a	kind	if	fabric	glue.	This	glue	is	
called	fusing.	When	a	jacket	is	fused	together,	the	
jackets	shape	is	pre-determined,	with	little	room	
for	movement.	This	means	the	jacket	can	shift	off	
of	the	shirt	collar	when	twisting	or	reaching	in	the	suit.	The	fusing	can	survive	dry	
cleaning,	but	will	deteriorate	after	the	Tirst	wash	or	two.	When	fusing	deteriorates,	the	
glue	bubbles	and	unsticks,	often	leaving	the	garment	with	a	bumpy	looking	texture	on	
the	shoulders	and	chest.		
	

Canvasing	-	Canvasing	is	the	traditional	version	
of	fusing.	It	is	created	from	horsehair	and	is	
stitched	into	the	garments	chest	and	shoulder	
pieces,	rather	than	glued.	This	means	the	canvas	
has	the	ability	to	move	with	the	wearer’s	body,	
and	will	settle	to	the	shape	of	the	wearer’s	body	
over	time.	Canvasing	is	typically	found	in	just	the	
top	half	of	a	jacket,	where	the	jacket	requires	the	
most	shape	and	support,	however	–	suits	are	
sometimes	made	fully-canvased,	to	provide	extra	
support	and	shape.	As	the	canvas	is	sewn	into	the	
garment	–	not	glued	–	the	chemicals	do	not	affect	
it	when	in	dry-cleaned.	Though	this	doesn’t	mean	
the	suit	can	now	be	dry-cleaned	often	(As	dry	
cleaning	can	damage	cloth	over	time)	it	will	last	
much	longer	than	its	fused	counterparts.		

	

Melton	-	A	garments	Melton	is	the	small	strip	of	felt	sewn	under	the	collar.	The	Melton	
is	generally	hidden,	unless	the	wearer	so	choses	to	“Pop”	their	collar.	The	primary	
function	of	a	collar	Melton	is	to	support	the	collar,	though	sometimes	the	Melton	is	
embroided	as	a	subtle	way	of	adding	a	personal	touch	–	something	that	is	seen	for	



 

wedding	suits	on	occasion.	Normally	the	colour	of	
the	Melton	is	dictated	by	the	colour	of	the	suit,	for	
example	a	navy	suit	will	likely	have	a	navy	
Melton.	Again	as	a	subtle	personal	touch,	the	
Melton	can	be	coloured	to	your	desire,	to	match	
the	jacket	lining	for	example.	

Jacket	interior		

Linings	

Linings	are	normally	satin,	cupro,	silk	or	viscos.	
Silk	is	of	course	the	softest	and	most	luxurious	of	
those	listed,	but	it	is	also	the	most	fragile.	This	is	
why	man-made	alternatives	are	now	the	go-to	choice	of	lining.	They	are	all	much	
stronger	than	silk	and	also	cost	less,	which	makes	them	a	great	alternative	to	silk.		
	

Fully	lined	–	As	the	name	would	suggest;	a	fully	
lined	jacket	refers	to	a	garment	which	has	its	
entire	interior	covered	with	the	lining	of	the	
wearers	choosing.	Though	the	lining	is	very	thin,	
it	will	make	the	garment	warmer	to	wear	and	so	
full	lining	is	best	in	winter	and	all-year-round	
garments.	

		

	

Half-lined	–	Semi-lined	garments	have	some	
lining	in	parts,	namely	the	shoulders,	where	two	
overlapping	ovals	of	ling	earn	semi-lining	the	
nickname	of	“ButterTly	lining”.	The	reduced	lining	



 

means	increased	breathability	for	the	garment,	making	it	ideal	for	lightweight	summer-
wear.		

	

Unlined	–	Unlined	here	refers	to	the	bulk	of	the	
lining	panels	not	being	present,	however	the	
seams	are	often	Tinished	with	a	binding,	made	
from	lining	cloth.	This	binding	is	just	to	neaten	
the	raw	edges	and	contributes	nothing	to	the	
insulation	of	the	garment	so	this	type	of	Tinishing	
on	a	garment	will	be	the	most	breathable.		

Facing	styles	

Plain	facing		-	Facing	on	a	garment	is	where	the	
lining	meets	the	cloth.	In	the	case	of	plain	facing,	
the	lining	and	cloth	seam	runs	vertically	up	the	
garment	with	only	the	inside	breast	pockets	
interrupting	the	line.		

	

Framed	facing	-	Facing	on	a	garment	is	where	the	
lining	meets	the	cloth.	In	the	case	of	framed	facing	
the	lining	and	cloth	seam	runs	vertically	up	the	
garment	to	start	with,	but	scoops	round	the	inside	
breast	pockets,	leaving	the	jetted	entrance	of	the	
pocket	entirely	on	the	cloth.		This	just	adds	a	style	
feature	rather	than	serving	a	technical	purpose.		



 

Facing/lining	details	

Embroidery	–	Most	embroidery	on	garment	
linings	is	monogramming	or	the	full	name	of	the	
wearer.	This	being	said,	on	a	bespoke	garment	
you	could	in	theory	request	anything,	from	
quotes	to	wedding	dates.	Doing	this	is	seen	
almost	entirely	on	bespoke	and	made	to	measure	
garments,	which	is	a	subtle	way	of	showing	that	
the	garment	you	are	sporting	is	made	for	you.	

	

Columbia	
stitch	–	This	refers	to	the	small	stitch	that	runs	
along	the	edge	of	the	lining,	parallel	to	the	lining	
and	cloth	seam.	It	looks	very	much	like	the	edge	
stitch	that	one	might	Tind	on	a	garments	lapel.	
Most	of	the	time	the	stitch	is	done	with	a	thread	
that	matches	the	lining	in	colour,	but	sometimes	it	
is	seen	in	a	contrast	colour,	which	adds	further	
detail	to	the	garment.	

	

Piping	-	In	relation	to	garment	facings	and	
linings,	piping	is	a	decorative	trim	situated	in	
between	the	seam	of	the	cloth	and	lining.	This	
adds	more	detail	to	the	facing	than	the	more	
subtle	Columbia	stitch.	Most	frequently	the	
piping	is	in	a	contrast	colour	to	both	the	lining	
and	the	cloth,	but	sometime	the	piping	matches	
the	lining	if	the	wearer	so	chooses.	



 

Buttonholes	

Sham	–	A	sham	buttonhole	gives	the	appearance	of	a	buttonhole,	without	actually	
functioning.	This	is	done	with	a	buttonhole	machine,	which	will	stitch	the	shape	of	a	
buttonhole	into	the	cloth.	A	button	is	then	sewn	over	the	top	if	on	the	jackets	cuff,	or	just	
left	plain	of	on	the	lapel	hole.	The	Tinal	look	is	neat,	but	unimpressive.	Sham	holes	are	
seen	almost	exclusively	on	cheaper	off	the	peg	suits.	

Functioning	–	These	are	still	created	by	a	buttonhole	machine	but	after	the	stitch	has	
been	created	a	hole	is	then	cut	through	it,	to	allow	it	to	function.	The	Tinished	product	is	
a	neat	buttonhole	that	works,	but	boasts	nothing	particularly	impressive.	This	is	seen	
mostly	on	higher	priced	off	the	peg	suits,	or	on	made	to	measure	suits.		

Hand-<inished	–	Also	known	as	the	“Savile	row	buttonhole”,	the	hand-Tinished	
buttonhole	is	quite	simply	that:	a	buttonhole	created	entirely	by	hand.	The	Tinished	
buttonhole	is	slightly	raised	from	the	cloth,	making	the	detail	slightly	more	obvious	–	
something	that	many	desire	when	they	have	paid	for	a	bespoke	garment.	It	takes	a	lot	of	
practice	to	be	able	to	create	neat	buttonholes	by	hand	and	a	lot	more	time	to	create	the	
hole	than	it	would	take	a	machine.	It	is	for	this	reason	that	hand	Tinished	buttonholes	
are	found	almost	exclusively	on	fully	bespoke	garments,	though	high	end	made	to	
measure	suits	may	offer	hand	Tinished	holes	to.		

Milanese	–	The	Milanese	buttonhole	is	also	created	entirely	by	hand,	the	difference	
being	that	the	Milanese	hole	is	raise	even	further	due	to	a	sewn	in	gimp	thread.	This	
higher	hole	gives	further	detail	and	also	means	the	threads	can	be	sewn	tighter	together	
to	give	a	smoother	Tinish.	Though	the	Tinal	aesthetic	is	quite	impressive	to	look	at,	the	
strength	of	the	hole	is	compromised	and	so	it	is	best	used	for	just	the	lapel	hole	as	it	will	
not	be	used.	This	style	again	will	only	be	seen	on	fully	bespoke	garments	–	more	
frequently	on	Italian	made	than	English.		

Buttons	

Plastic	–	Plastic	buttons	are	the	cheapest	button	option.	They	are	smooth	all	over,	
though	some	will	have	what	feels	like	a	seam	on	the	back.	Better	plastic	buttons	will	be	
difTicult	to	distinguish	from	horn	buttons	by	eye	alone.	They	can	come	in	almost	any	
colour	through	dyes	and	they	can	even	have	words	or	pictures	stamped	into	them.	They	
are	great	for	day-to-day	wear	and	will	be	cheap	to	replace	should	one	get	lost	or	broken.		

Horn	–	Horn	buttons	mostly	have	a	matte	Tinish,	though	they	can	be	lacquered	for	a	
shine.	They	are	distinguishable	from	plastic	buttons	mostly	because	of	the	visible	grain	
running	through	the	button.	They	come	almost	exclusively	in	black	and	hades	of	brown.	



 

As	they	are	not	mass-produced	by	a	machine,	each	button	is	completely	unique.	They	
are	strong,	but	due	to	their	cost	it	may	be	wise	to	same	horn	buttons	for	slightly	more	
formal	or	expensive	suits.	

MOP	–	Mother	of	pearl	buttons	offer	a	nice	decorative	option	that	add	an	element	of	
luxury	to	a	garment	that	plastic	or	horn	buttons	could	not.		This	is	due	to	the	multi-
coloured	shimmer	that	they	give	off.	Due	to	this	shimmer	these	buttons	are	best	saved	
for	more	casual	garments	and	shirts.	They	are	also	slightly	brittle	by	nature	and	are	
therefore	slightly	more	susceptible	to	cracking,	so	wearing	a	suit	with	MOP	buttons	all	
the	time	will	tempt	fate.		

Corozo	–	Corozo	buttons	are	made	from	the	Corozo	nut.	These	buttons	have	a	grain	
running	through	them,	very	similar	to	that	of	a	wood	grain.	The	strength	of	them	is	also	
not	that	dis-similar	to	woods.	Similarly	to	horn,	they	are	matte	naturally	but	can	be	
made	to	shine	but	unlike	horn,	Corozo	buttons	can	be	dyed	to	a	variety	of	colours.	

So	there	you	have	it!	Everything	you	could	possibly	need	to	style	your	new	wardrobe.	
For	additional	help	please	contact	us	and	we’ll	take	you	through	the	process	in	person.	

Trouser	types		

Chino	–	A	chino	is	a	casual	trouser,	sitting	somewhere	in	between	jeans	and	suit	
trousers	on	the	smart	scale.	A	chino	is	normally	cut	from	a	cotton	cloth,	though	cotton	
blends	are	also	used.	Due	to	the	chinos	more	casual	nature,	the	styling	rules	are	a	little	
more	Tlexible	than	with	a	suit	trouser.	A	plain	or	a	turn-up	hem	can	be	seen	on	chinos,	
depending	on	the	wearers	taste.	Belt	loops	are	seen	most	often	on	chinos,	as	there	is	no	
worry	of	breaking	up	a	look	like	you	should	be	avoiding	on	your	suit.	Alternatively,	side	
adjusters	or	tab	and	button	adjusters	are	seen	sometimes,	which	can	add	a	nice	detail.	
Waistband	cash/fob	pockets	are	another	detail	that	can	be	added	to	chinos,	as	well	as	
adding	Tlaps	to	the	otherwise	subtle	rear	pockets.		
	

Dinner	trouser	–	Dinner	trousers	should	be	
plain	hemmed	only,	slanted	hip	pockets	are	
acceptable	but	any	additional	should	be	removed.	
If	the	wearer	so	choses,	a	single	rear	pocket	could	
be	added,	though	only	as	a	jett	make	in	satin.	The	
dinner	trousers	outside	seam	should	also	have	a	
satin	band	extending	from	hem	to	waistband,	to	
match	the	lapel.	Traditional	dinner	suits	were	
made	with	a	higher	waistband,	to	cover	the	white	
of	the	shirt	sometimes	seen	at	the	opening	of	the	
jackets.	More	modern	tailoring	will	neglect	the	
higher	waistband,	and	will	use	a	cummerbund	
instead.	A	button	and	tab	waistband	adjuster	is	
most	common,	though	side	adjusters	are	
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acceptable	–	never	belt	loops.		

Trousers	are	often	segregated	into	types/styles	by	the	cloth	used	to	create	them.	A	
corduroy	trouser	for	example	is	not	a	chino;	it	is	a	corduroy	trouser.	Because	of	this	it	
can	be	harder	to	know	how	to	appropriately	style	and	wear	a	trouser.	As	a	rule	of	
thumb,	wool,	Tlannel	and	tweed	should	be	treated	as	a	slightly	more	formal	cloth	and	
therefore	a	little	bit	less	Tlamboyancy	on	the	design	may	be	advisable.	A	corduroy,	linen	
or	cotton	should	be	treated	as	a	slightly	more	causal	option,	on	which	details	may	look	a	
little	better.	This	is	only	a	guide	however;	your	own	styles	and	twists	on	your	trousers	
will	unlikely	get	you	removed	from	an	event	because	they	are	inappropriate	–	within	
reason.	

Trouser	Tits	

Loose/pleated	–	A	loose	Titting	baggy	trouser	is	
sometimes	known	as	an	oxford	bag	–	depending	
on	the	level	of	looseness.	The	baggier	Tit	is	due	to	
the	trouser	hem	being	cut	much	wider	than	the	
wearer’s	ankle.	The	baggier	thigh	is	helped	with	
the	use	of	single,	double	or	even	triple	pleats.	
This	style	arose	in	1920	and	is	seen	less	
frequently	in	the	present	age.	If	worn	now	it	
tends	to	be	favored	by	the	older	gent,	and	is	
appropriate	for	a	regatta	or	similar	event.	

	

Normal/<lat	front	–	A	trouser	with	a	Tlat	front	
means	it	has	no	pleats	to	make	the	thigh	bigger.	
This	means	the	trouser	will	fall	closer	to	the	
body,	looking	neater.	Most	suit	trousers	will	have	
Tlat	fronts	in	the	modern	age,	which	satisTies	the	
current	generations	thirst	for	a	slimmer	Tit.	All	
ages	will	suit	this	timeless	cut.	

	



 

Slim/tapered	–	A	slim/tailored	trouser	is	
normally	worn	by	a	younger	gentleman.	The	slim	
look	can	make	a	gent	look	taller,	and	so	is	a	good	
option	for	shorter	gents	and	is	a	good	way	of	
showing	off	a	slimmer	physique.	A	slimmer	leg	
on	a	larger	gent	can	sometimes	throw	off	the	
balance	of	a	suit,	especially	if	there	is	a	belly	to	
support	above	the	tight	thigh.		

Trouser	details		

Waistbands	

V	notch	–	A	V	notch	is	located	on	the	back	of	a	
trouser,	it	is	quite	literally	–	a	V	shape	cut	from	
the	back	seam	of	the	trouser	waistband.	The	
notch	is	primarily	a	design	feature,	though	it	will	
allow	a	little	more	Tlex	on	the	waistband.		

	

Fishtail	–	A	Tishtail	or	“grown	on	Tishtail”	is	an	
extension	to	the	back	of	a	trousers	waistband.	
The	purpose	of	this	extension	is	to	serve	as	a	
fastening	point	to	which	ones	button-down	
braces	can	fasten.	This	isn’t	a	totally	necessary	
feature	that	enables	the	wearing	of	braces,	but	
rather	it	creates	a	detail	that	highlights	the	fact	
that	the	braces	are	being	worn.			



 

High	waistband	–	A	high	waistband	serves	the	purpose	of	covering	the	little	triangle	of	
shirt	that	is	sometimes	visible	on	a	jacket.	Covering	this	bit	of	shirt	means	that	the	suit	is	
less	broken	up,	and	will	make	the	wearer	look	taller	as	a	result.	A	high	waistband	is	
sometimes	seen	on	dinner	trousers	to	serve	this	purpose,	though	a	cummerbund	does	
the	same.		

Outer	Detail	

	

Metal	side	adjusters	-	Metal	Side	adjusters	
allow	the	trouser	wearer	to	pull	in	or	loosen	the	
waist	by	as	large	or	small	an	increment	as	the	
wearer	wishes,	without	having	to	add	a	belt	to	
the	mix.	They	are	made	from	the	same	cloth	as	
the	rest	of	the	trouser,	with	a	buckle	adjuster	that	
holds	the	waist	to	the	new	desired	position.	
These	are	rarely	seen	on	off	the	peg	suits,	so	are	
often	a	sign	of	a	bespoke	or	made	to	measure.	
Not	having	the	bulk	of	a	belt	breaking	up	the	
lines	of	a	suits	jacket	and	trousers	creates	a	
smoother,	smarter	silhouette.	

	

Tab	and	Button	-	Tab	and	buttons	allow	the	
wearer	to	bring	in	the	waist	without	a	belt,	but	
only	in	increments	of	about	a	half	inch	at	a	time	
which	means	less	control	for	the	wearer.	Because	
of	this	tab	and	buttons	are	much	less	common,	
generally	only	being	used	on	dinner	suit	trousers.	
Very	formal,	not	typically	as	practical	day	to	day.	

	

Belt	loops	-	Belt	loops	are	the	least	formal	method	



 

of	waist	suppression	due	to	the	added	bulk	of	a	
belt	that	breaks	up	a	suits	silhouette.	Belt	loops	
are	used	on	chinos,	jeans,	cords	and	about	every	
other	variation	of	trouser.	Though	less	formal,	
belts	on	suits	and	trousers	are	still	perfectly	
acceptable	and	can	even	add	an	option	of	an	
extra	style	detail	if	executed	well.	To	do	this,	a	
belt	is	best	paired	with	matching	leathers	such	as	
shoes	and	watch	straps.	

Inner	details	

Shirt	grips	–	A	shirt	grip	is	a	thin	strip	of	rubber	
sewn	into	a	trousers	waistband.	They	are	a	very	
useful	addition	to	a	trousers	waistband	that	do	
exactly	what	they	say	on	the	tin;	grip	your	shirt.	A	
well-Titted	pair	of	trousers	will	hug	your	hips	
neatly	and	the	friction	from	the	rubber	will	hold	
the	shirt	down,	therefore	preventing	your	shirt	
un-tucking	throughout	the	day.		

	

Brace	buttons	–	These	can	be	positioned	either	
inside	or	outside	your	waistband,	though	the	
former	is	seen	much	more	frequently.	There	will	
be	2	buttons	at	the	back	of	the	waistband	and	
another	two	on	either	side	of	the	front	trouser,	in	
line	with	the	pocket	entrances.		Old	school	
button-down	braces	will	then	attach	at	these	
points.		

Trouser	construction	
		



 

Trouser	Lining	–	A	trouser	will	commonly	have	
only	a	half-lining,	extending	from	the	waistband	
to	the	knee.	The	lining	provides	a	soft,	smooth	
interior	to	the	trouser	–	instead	of	a	coarse	
scratchy	feeling	as	your	legs	rub	up	against	a	
harsh	fabric.	Not	all	trousers	are	lined,	as	some	
wearer’s	Tind	that	the	extra	layer	traps	sweat	and	
can	create	a	sticky	sensation	when	worn.		

Trouser	pockets	

Side	
pockets	–	Almost	every	trouser	will	have	side	
pockets.	They	are	the	pockets	located	at	the	top	of	
the	trousers	outer	seam,	joining	the	waistband.	
These	pockets	have	many	variations	depending	on	
the	use	or	aesthetic	desired	by	the	wearer.	A	
slanted	side	pocket	is	the	most	common	variation	
and	is	seen	on	most	trouser	styles	(chinos,	suit	
trousers	ect).	The	slant	pocket	will	start	4”	down	
from	the	waistband	on	the	side	seam	and	will	
Tinish	between	1	–	2”	off	of	the	seam	at	the	
waistband.	This	is	what	creates	the	slant.	A	side	
pocket	can	also	be	straight,	in	which	case	the	
pocket	will	continue	up	the	side	seam	vertically.	
	

Hip	Pocket	–	Hip	pockets	are	also	sometimes	
known	as	rear	pockets	as	they	are	situated	
directly	over	the	wearer’s	buttocks.	On	chinos	
and	more	casual	garments,	it	is	not	uncommon	to	
have	two	hip	pockets,	one	on	the	left	of	the	
trouser	and	one	on	the	right.	However,	on	formal	
bespoke	suiting	the	trouser	will	likely	have	one	–	
or	even	no	–	hip	pockets.	This	is	because	they	
add	extra	bulk	to	the	trouser,	which	can	hinder	
an	otherwise	sleek	cut.	Generally	if	there	is	a	hip	
pocket	on	a	suiting	trouser,	it	will	be	a	jett	–	the	
subtlest	of	the	pocket	styles.	On	a	more	casual	
trouser	the	pocket	is	more	of	a	desired	detail,	so	
Tlap	and	other	more	prominent	pocket	styles	are	
used.		



 

Cash/fob	pocket	–	A	cash	or	fob	pocket	is	a	
pocket	between	2	–	3”	long,	often	hidden	and	
located	between	the	seam	between	the	waistband	
and	front	of	the	trouser.	The	pocket	was	originally	
a	handy	way	of	storing	ones	pocket	(or	“fob”)	
watch.	Due	to	its	small	size,	it’s	practical	use	in	the	
modern	age	might	be	to	store	lose	change	or	a	
ticket	perhaps.	On	more	casual	garments,	the	
pocket	might	have	a	Tlap	added	to	provide	an	extra	
detail.		
	

Change	pocket	–	A	change	pocket	is	a	pocket	
within	a	pocket.	Normally	located	in	the	side	
pockets,	the	change	pocket	is	normally	about	
1/3rd	the	size	of	the	pocket	it	is	within.	Its	
purpose	is	generally	–	as	the	name	suggests	–	
separating	loose	change	from	the	rest	of	the	
pockets	contents,	making	access	to	the	change	
much	quicker	and	easier.		

Shoulders	

Roped	–	A	roped	shoulder	is	a	shoulder	that	
appears	as	though	a	rope	has	quite	literally	been	
sewn	into	the	shoulder	seam.	The	resulting	look	
means	that	the	shoulder	is	raised,	giving	a	Tirmer	
more	powerful	silhouette	to	the	garment	on	
which	it	is	present.	The	padding	inside	the	
jackets	shoulder	is	often	increased	alongside	this	
shoulder	style,	to	provide	an	even	and	sleek	
shoulder	line.		

	



 

Neapolitan	–	A	Neapolitan	shoulder	is	a	very	
casual	style,	with	the	sleeve	being	almost	
puckered	in	to	the	armhole.	This	puckering	
creates	an	extra	detail	around	the	seam	that	
provides	a	nice	detail	on	a	lightweight	
unstructured	summer	jacket.	This	type	of	
shoulder	style	is	seen	as	being	a	very	Italian	style	
choice	–	perhaps	due	to	their	need	for	lighter	
weight	suits.		

	

Unstructured	–	An	unstructured	shoulder	is	as	it	
sounds,	a	jacket	without	the	mass	of	padding	and	
canvasing	around	the	shoulder	(and	chest).	The	
resulting	look	is	a	less	formal	option	and	without	
precise	tailoring	may	risk	looking	scruffy.	This	
style	is	perfect	for	warmer	climates,	as	there	is	
much	less	bulk	on	the	inside	of	the	jacket,	that	
may	otherwise	over-heat	the	wearer.		

	

Firm	shoulder	–	Also	known	as	a	padded	
shoulder.	This	kind	of	style	is	very	British	and	
military.	The	shoulder	is	not	roped,	but	along	the	
shoulder	line	ample	padding	is	used	to	create	a	
smooth,	even	line.	This	style	is	ideal	for	most	
suits	as	it	is	seen	on	both	casual	and	formal	
garments,	though	a	casual	garment	with	this	
shoulder	will	look	more	formal	due	to	strong	
silhouette.		

	



 

Raglan	–	Raglan	is	usually	a	term	that	is	used	
when	referring	to	a	sleeve	style,	but	since	raglan	
sleeves	affect	the	aesthetic	of	the	shoulder	they	
are	worth	mentioning.	On	all	of	the	previously	
mentioned	shoulder	styles,	the	sleeve	meets	the	
jacket	shoulder	and	here	the	seam	is	created.	On	
Raglan	sleeve	however,	the	seam	is	not	started	
until	almost	the	neck.	This	creates	a	looser	Tit	
over	the	shoulder	with	no	structure	underneath	
it.	The	overall	look	is	quite	unique,	but	the	effect	
is	most	similar	to	the	unstructured	jackets	soft	
lines.	Raglan	is	rarely	used	in	tailoring	suits,	but	
is	seen	on	some	wool	coats	and	most	trench	
coats.		

Dinner	or	Smoking	Jacket	cuff	

Gauntlet/turnback	cuff	–	A	gauntlet	cuff	is	the	
same	idea	as	a	turn-up	hem	on	a	trouser.	Instead	
of	the	jackets	cuff	Tinishing	on	a	Tlat	seam,	the	
end	of	the	cuff	will	have	extra	cloth	that	will	fold	
over	backwards	to	create	a	detail	on	the	cuff.	This	
style	is	rarely	seen	in	the	modern	age,	especially	
on	day-to-day	wear.	Gauntlet	cuffs	are	mostly	
seen	on	dinner	jackets;	in	this	case	they	are	
commonly	in	the	same	contrast	fabric	as	the	satin	
lapel	and	the	jetts.	They	are	also	seen	on	some	
greatcoats	and	peacoats,	often	of	military	design.	
If	the	wearer	wants	a	gauntlet	cuff	to	be	smaller,	
it	is	called	a	half	gauntlet	cuff.	

Cuff	Details			

On	suits	and	jackets,	the	most	common	amount	of	buttons	seen	is	four	in	a	row.	This	
being	said,	one,	two,	three	and	Tive	are	also	used,	depending	on	the	wearers	taste.	
Though	most	of	the	time	the	buttonholes	on	the	cuff	will	be	sewn	with	a	thread	tonal	to	
the	cloth,	having	the	lowest	cuff	buttonhole	coloured	is	a	nice	touch	of	detail	–	this	is	
often	done	in	a	colour	that	matches	the	garments	lining.	Though	just	having	the	lowest	
buttonhole	coloured	is	the	most	common,	all	of	the	buttonholes	can	be	coloured	to	the	
wearers	desired	style.		

Flash	cuff	–	Flash	cuffs	are	created	by	sewing	a	strip	of	lining	cloth	to	the	section	of	the	
cuff	that	the	buttons	will	be	attached	to.	This	is	seen	almost	exclusively	on	cuffs	with	



 

functioning	buttonholes,	as	with	one	or	more	of	
these	unfastened	you	will	see	the	“Tlash”	of	lining.		

	

Kissing	
buttons	–	
If	a	cuffs	
button	
style	is	
kissing,	

the	buttons/buttonholes	will	be	slightly	closer	
together	so	that	the	edges	of	the	buttons	just	
touch	one	another,	without	overlapping.	

	

Non-kissing	buttons		-	Quite	simply,	non-kissing	
buttons/buttonholes	positioned	at	such	a	
distance	that	the	buttons	are	not	in	contact.	
Normally	the	distance	between	the	buttons	is	
around	2mm.		

	

Stacked	buttons		-	Stacked	buttons	are	exactly	
that;	buttons/buttonholes	close	enough	to	each-
other	that	the	buttons	layer	or	“stack’	on	top	of	
one	another.		



 

	

Slanted	buttonholes	–	As	the	name	suggests,	
these	buttonholes	are	at	an	angle	rather	than	
running	parallel	to	the	end	of	the	cuff	

	

2	by	2	buttons	–	Instead	of	these	buttons	all	
being	in	a	row	equidistantly	spaced,	the	bottom	
two	buttons	are	fastened	together	at	normal	
distance	and	the	other	two	are	paired	at	a	
distance	approximately	one	inch	farther	from	the	
bottom	pair.	

Shirt	Collars	

Kent	collar	-	A	Kent	collar	is	a	very	basic	style.	
The	two	sides	of	the	collar	will	have	a	small	
spread	(distance	from	one	point	to	the	other)	in	
comparison	to	other	collar	styles.	This	kind	of	
collar	will	work	on	both	casual	and	formal	shirts.	
If	used	for	the	latter,	a	four	in	hand	tie	knot	
works	perfectly,	though	other	styles	will	not	look	



 

out	of	place.		

	

Cutaway	collar	-	These	collars	can	come	with	a	
variety	of	collar	spreads,	from	semi-cutaway	to	
wide	cutaway.	The	wider	space	between	the	
collar	points	means	a	chunky	Windsor	knot	will	
sit	beautifully.	This	type	of	collar	is	great	for	
formal	wear,	especial	when	paired	with	a	well-
executed	tie	knot.		

	

Tab	collar	-	A	tab	collar	is	named	so	because	
there	is	a	small	tab	that	runs	between	the	two	
sides	of	the	collar.	This	pulls	the	collar	together	
and	raises	the	tie	knot	to	add	a	little	more	detail.	
Because	of	the	tab,	the	two	sides	of	the	collar	are	
a	little	closer	together	than	on	a	Kent	and	so	
small	tie	knots	(like	the	four	in	hand)	will	work	
best.	This	kind	of	collar	looks	messy	when	left	
open,	so	is	best	reserved	for	formal	wear	and	a	
tie.		

	

Pin	collar	-	A	pin	collar	works	much	like	a	tab	
collar,	in	that	the	two	sides	of	the	collar	are	made	
slightly	closer	to	one	another	and	then	pulled	
together	–	in	this	case	–	by	a	collar	pin.	This	pin	
will	also	push	the	tie	knot	upwards	from	
underneath,	which	gives	two	added	details,	the	
collar	pin	and	the	raised	tie.	This	collar	is	great	
for	formal	occasions	that	allow	for	a	little	more	
power	dressing	but,	because	of	the	holes	in	the	
collar,	will	look	messy	undone	and	without	a	tie.		
	



 

Oxford	collar	-	An	oxford	collar	is	cut	much	like	a	
Kent	collar,	but	at	the	point	of	both	collar	sides	
there	is	a	button	that	fastens	the	collar	to	the	
shirt.		Although	this	holds	the	collar	neatly	in	
place,	the	exposed	button	creates	a	slightly	messy	
detail	that	reduces	the	formality	of	the	shirt.	
Some	older	gents	choose	to	wear	an	oxford	collar	
with	a	suit	and	tie,	but	we	would	recommend	
reserving	them	for	casual	wear	with	no	tie.		

	

Wing-tip	collar	-	This	type	of	collar	is	the	most	
formal	style	available	and	should	only	be	
reserved	for	events	that	mirror	this	formality.	
This	means	white	tie	events	and/or	when	
wearing	morning	wear.	NOT	black	tie!	this	is	a	
very	common	faux	pas.	When	at	a	white	tie	event,	
one	should	wear	this	collar	type	with	a	bow	tie.	If	
worn	with	morning	wear,	a	cravat	is	also	
acceptable.		

Shirt	Cuffs	

Button	cuff	-	A	button	cuff	is	essentially	exactly	
what	it	says	on	the	tin:	a	cuff	that	fastens	via	one	
or	more	buttons.	The	most	common	varieties	of	
button	cuffs	are	one	or	two	buttons.	The	two	
button	styles	can	have	either	the	buttons	going	
vertically	or	horizontally	on	the	cuff.	There	are	
also	a	variety	of	cuts	into	the	cuff	that	are	
available	as	a	detail,	such	as	a	rounded	edge	or	a	
V	shaped	notch	cut	into	the	edge	of	the	cuff.	
Button	cuffs	are	suitable	for	formal	wear	or	
casual	wear	but	never	for	black	tie.	
	



 

Double	cuff	-	The	double	cuff	is	the	most	formal	
of	the	cuff	styles	due	to	the	requirement	of	
cufTlinks.	The	cuff	is	made	double	the	necessary	
length	so	that	it	can	be	folded	back	onto	itself.	
There	is	no	button	fastening	on	this	style,	but	
instead	there	are	buttonholes	for	cufTlinks	of	
your	choosing.	This	style	works	brilliantly	for	
formal	wear	–	including	dinner	and	morning	
events	–	but	will	look	out	of	place	on	a	casual	
shirt.	

	

Cocktail	cuff	-	A	great	middle	ground	between	a	
button	and	single	cuff,	the	cocktail	cuff	provides	
the	folded	back	style	of	the	double	cuff	but	with	a	
button	fastening	instead	–	great	for	those	who	
like	a	formal	cuff	without	the	hassle	of	choosing	
cufTlinks	for	the	day.		The	cocktail	cuff	is	great	for	
formal	and	casual	wear	and	–	though	not	a	
traditional	choice	–	is	worn	with	a	dinner	suit	by	
James	Bond	in	several	of	his	Tilms.		

Shirt	details	

Pocket	–	Pockets	on	shirts	immediately	make	the	
shirt	more	casual.	However,	should	one	choose	to	
have	a	pocket	on	their	work	shirts	it	should	
always	be	a	plain	patch	pocket.	As	always,	more	
detail	=	more	casual,	so	a	patch	pocket	with	a	Tlap	
and	button	is	something	that	should	be	reserved	
for	purely	casual	wear	–	like	on	a	casual	denim	
shirt	for	example.	

	



 

Button	thread/hole	colouring	–	A	plain	white	
shirt	is	a	fairly	standard	item	that	almost	every	
man	will	have	in	his	wardrobe.	Even	with	
different	collar	and	cuff	styles	they	will	generally	
look	very	similar	to	one	another.	It	is	for	this	
reason	that	one	might	wish	to	colour	their	button	
thread.	A	white	shirt	with	white	buttons	is	pretty	
plain,	but	add	the	tiny	detail	of	red	thread	
fastening	the	buttons	and	you	have	a	subtle	touch	
to	personalise	the	shirt.	The	same	can	be	done	to	
the	buttonholes	to	create	unique	looks	for	ones	
own	unique	style.	This	being	said,	for	the	most	
formal	occasions,	a	completely	plain	white	shirt	
will	always	be	the	safest	option.	

Buttons	–	Instead	of	opting	for	plain	white	plastic	buttons	on	ones	shirts,	options	like	
mother	of	pearl	buttons	exist.	These	are	still	only	subtle,	but	the	added	shimmer	of	the	
pearl	gives	an	added	element	of	luxury	to	the	look.	For	coloured	shirts,	coloured	buttons	
also	exist.	Pair	different	button	styles	and	colours	with	different	buttonhole	and	button	
thread	combinations	to	create	a	truly	individual	look.		

	

Darts	–	Darts	are	positioned	on	the	middle	back	
of	the	shirt,	one	to	the	left	and	one	to	the	right.	
They	pull	the	shirt	closer	to	the	wearer’s	body,	
which	makes	them	ideal	for	slimmer	or	more	
athletic	gentlemen	who	desire	a	closer	Titting	
shirt.		

	

Pleats	–	Pleats	work	in	the	opposite	way	to	darts	as	they	put	extra	fabric	into	the	shirt.	
They	will	either	be	positioned	centrally	with	two	pleats	opening	back	to	back,	or	with	
one	pleat	over	each	shoulder	blade.	Choosing	pleats	will	give	extra	room	in	ones	shirt	



 

and	so	is	ideal	for	larger	gents	or	those	who	
prefer	more	room	to	move.		

	

Yolk	–	The	
yolk	of	a	
garment	
(shirt	in	
this	case)	
is	the	top	
panel	on	

the	back	of	the	shirt.	They	can	be	horizontally	
straight	or	in	decorative	shapes	such	as	a	curved	
V.	As	a	rule	of	thumb,	the	more	decorative	it	is,	
the	more	informal	it	becomes.	

Dinner/evening	suits	

Where	it	started	

Dinner	suits	were	Tirst	invented	by	Henry	Pool	of	Savile	row	in	1886.	The	then	Prince	of	
Wales	requested	that	his	tailor	make	him	a	short	tailcoat	to	be	worn	at	formal	dinners.	
He	felt	that	his	everyday	lounge	suits	were	too	informal	for	such	events,	while	tail-coats	
he	saw	as	too	formal	–	besides	the	tails	were	an	awful	nuisance	whist	seated	or	dancing.	
The	original	dinner	suit	was	cut	from	midnight	blue	mohair,	as	the	cloth	had	a	slight	
shine	and	appeared	black	in	low	light	whilst	appearing	blue	in	the	day.	

Though	a	midnight	blue	was	the	Tirst	type	of	dinner	suit,	black	became	a	more	popular	
option,	which	is	why	most	dinner	suits	seen	today	are	black.	This	being	said,	many	
celebrities	have	popularised	the	idea	of	different	coloured	and	textured	dinner	suits.	
While	this	experimentation	is	great	if	you	are	a	celebrity,	arriving	to	a	black	tie	event	in	a	
red	jacquard	dinner	suit	may	raise	more	than	a	few	eyebrows	and	could	even	leave	you	
thrown	out	in	the	cold.	



 

General	dinner	suit	rules/traditions	

	
Lapels	-	for	a	dinner	suit	there	are	two	options	
for	your	lapel,	these	options	are	shawl	or	peak.	
Shawl	lapels	are	typically	only	seen	on	dinner	
suits	and	smoking	jackets,	as	these	are	very	
formal	garments.	A	peak	lapel	is	also	very	formal	
and	so	is	perfectly	acceptable	on	a	dinner	suits.	
Notch	lapels	are	the	least	formal	lapel	and	so	
should	be	saved	for	day-to-day	lounge	suits.	
Whichever	lapel	you	chose,	it	should	always	be	in	
satin.	

Pockets	-	A	dinner	suit	should	always	have	Jetted	
pockets	in	satin	to	match	the	lapels.	Flap	pockets	
and	patch	pockets	both	created	unwanted	bulk	–	
a	dinner	suit	is	very	formal	and	so	should	have	as	
little	detail	as	possible.	

Buttons	-	Dinner	suits	used	to	always	be	single	breasted	with	only	one	button.	This	
button	should	be	kept	fastened	at	all	times.	The	addition	of	a	second	button	(which	
should	never	be	fastened)	creates	extra	unnecessary	detail	which	is	to	be	avoided	–	if	its	
single	breasted	it	should	only	ever	have	one	button.	This	button	(and	the	cuff	buttons)	
should	be	cloth	coloured	to	match	the	suit,	again	helping	blend	it	into	the	suit	and	
remove	unnecessary	detail.	

Some	dinner	suits	in	the	modern	age	are	double	breasted.	When	this	is	the	case,	as	long	
as	the	rest	of	the	previous	rules	are	followed	it	is	still	perfectly	acceptable	at	a	black	tie	
event.	However,	if	you	are	following	the	theme	here,	the	less	buttons	on	the	garment	the	
cleaner	the	look	is.	By	that	rule,	a	2x2	double-breasted	garment	will	be	smarter	to	look	
at	than	a	3x2	double-breasted.	

	

Vents	-	On	a	British	lounge	suit	you	will	likely	Tind	two	vents	on	the	back	of	the	jacket.	
These	allow	for	movement	and	comfort	when	the	suit	is	worn	all	day.	Dinner	suits	on	
the	other	hand	do	not	need	this	added	movement;	their	only	function	is	to	make	the	
wearer	look	immaculate.	It	is	for	this	reason	that	a	true	dinner	suit	should	have	no	
vents.	No	vents	mean	the	jacket	will	remain	stiff	with	little	movement,	reducing	the	risk	
of	creasing	and	as	it	is	worn	only	one	or	two	evenings	a	year,	you	needn’t	concern	
yourself	with	comfort.	



 

	

The	
trousers	-	
The	
trousers	
can	be	
pleated	or	
Tlat	fronted,	
depending	
on	the	
wearers	
taste	but	
must	
always	have	
a	plain	hem	(to	reduce	detail)	and	a	satin	band	

running	down	the	outer	seam	to	match	the	lapels	and	pockets.	Some	people	will	choose	
to	have	the	trouser	high	waisted	to	prevent	the	white	triangle	of	shirt	showing	between	
jacket	and	trouser	–	with	the	triangle	gone	there	is	no	need	to	wear	a	cummerbund	or	
waistcoat.	

Add-ons	to	dinner	wear		

Shoes	and	socks	-	There	are	really	only	two	shoes	styles	you	can	choose	from,	the	Tirst	
(and	safest	in	Britain)	is	a	patent	whole-cut	oxford.	The	whole-cut	eliminates	detail	on	
the	shoe	(such	as	toecaps)	and	the	high	shine	that	a	patent	shoe	offers	adds	formality	
that	your	day-to-day	oxfords	do	not	have.		
The	second,	riskier	option	is	to	wear	a	formal	pump	with	a	ribbon	atop	the	shoe.	This	
style	shoe	should	still	be	black	patent	leather,	but	exposes	more	foot	and	adds	a	detail	
that	some	might	frown	upon	–	so	wear	with	caution.	Traditionally,	socks	would	always	
have	been	black	silk	but,	in	this	day,	as	long	as	they	are	black	they	will	be	perfectly	
acceptable.	

	



 

Shirts	-	Perhaps	the	biggest	faux	pas	seen	with	
black	tie	is	not	the	suit	itself	–	but	rather	the	shirt	
that	it	is	paired	with.	A	dinner	suit	should	only	
ever	be	worn	with	a	turn-down	collar,	be	it	a	kent	
or	a	cut-away.	NEVER	a	wing-tip	collar.	Wing-tips	
are	to	be	reserved	for	morning	wear	and	white	
tie	functions.	The	cuff	should	always	be	a	double	
(French)	cuff,	or	–	again	because	of	Bond	–	a	
cocktail	cuff.	Both	cuffs	require	folding	back,	but	
a	French	cuff	creates	the	need	for	cufTlinks	while	
the	cocktail	cuff	fastens	with	buttons.		

Traditionally	shirts	would	be	worn	with	a	pleated	
bib,	though	nowadays	this	is	seen	as	a	very	old-
school	style.	A	Marcella	bib	is	a	more	modern	alternative.	The	shirt	should	either	have	
its	buttons	hidden	under	the	front	placket,	or	it	should	be	fastened	using	black	or	pearl	
shirt	studs.	

Cuf<links	–	Another	common	faux	pas	is	to	wear	any	old	cufTlinks	with	a	dinner	suit.	
CufTlinks	should	be	either	in	black	or	pearl	–	much	like	dress	studs.	

	

Pocket	squares	-	When	wearing	with	a	dinner	
suit,	one	should	only	ever	wear	white	and	(if	
following	the	rule	book)	linen	–	folded	into	a	neat	
rectangle.	Anything	more	Tlamboyant	detracts	
from	the	rest	of	the	tidy/	immaculate	look	of	the	
suit.	

Bow	tie	-	As	long	as	the	bow	tie	is	black,	you	are	
fairly	safe	from	the	fashion	police.	This	being	
said,	tiny	or	huge	bow	ties	are	a	huge	no-no.	The	
bow	tie	can	have	pointed	ends	(suits	a	pointy	
peak	lapel	beautifully)	or	Tlat	(best	with	shawl	



 

lapels).	The	edges	of	the	bowtie	should	be	in	line	with	your	pupils.	A	ready-tied	bow	tie	
is	acceptable,	but	a	self-tie	bow	tie	is	preferable	–	besides,	is	there	anything	cooler	than	
an	undone	bow	tie	at	the	end	of	a	night?	

Watch	-	Wearing	a	watch	to	a	dinner	event	is	traditionally	unacceptable.	It	signiTies	that	
you	are	watching	the	time,	a	very	rude	thing	to	do	when	you	have	been	invited	to	a	
party.	If	you	absolutely	must	wear	a	watch	however,	it	should	be	as	subtle	as	possible;	
this	means	a	black	leather	strap	and	a	silver	casing.	
	

Coats	-	If	you	are	wearing	a	coat	it	must	be	black.	
Double-breasted	is	preferred	as	it	is	more	formal,	
though	a	single-breasted	coat	will	not	have	you	
thrown	out.	

Scarves	-	A	white	silk	dress	scarf	is	a	nice	
addition	to	your	dinner	suit	–	it	gives	you	a	
chance	to	add	individuality,	as	not	many	people	
will	have	thought	of	it.	This	being	said,	make	sure	
it	is	white	and	silk	–	anything	else	is	traditionally	
unacceptable.	However,	in	the	modern	world	
wearing	a	scarf	of	colour	with	your	dinner	suit	is	
not	going	to	cause	any	problems.	

Cummerbund	-	A	cummerbund	should	only	be	worn	if	you	are	NOT	wearing	a	
waistcoat.	It	is	to	prevent	the	little	white	triangle	of	shirt	and	so	is	redundant	if	wearing	
high	waisted	trousers	or	a	waistcoat.	If	you	are	wearing	one	however,	it	should	only	ever	
be	black	silk.	

The	waistcoat	-	Not	seen	very	often	these	days	is	a	waistcoat	with	a	dinner	suit.	It	used	
to	be	that	a	dinner	suit	should	only	ever	be	worn	with	a	waistcoat	or	a	cummerbund	so	
as	to	stop	the	little	white	triangle	of	shirt	from	showing	between	the	jacket	and	trouser.	
If	you	opt	for	a	waistcoat,	it	should	be	a	horseshoe	(scoop).	Either	double	or	single	
breasted	is	acceptable.		
		

Waistcoat	styles		
	

Single	breasted	waistcoat	–	The	most	commonly	seen	waistcoat	is	a	5	button	single-
breasted	with	a	pointed	bottom	and	often	two	lower	welt	pockets.	A	square	bottom	is	a	
more	retro	look	so	seen	less	day-to-day.	The	standard	opening	for	a	waistcoat	will	be	



 

about	2	inches	higher	than	the	jacket	button.	
More	or	less	than	5	buttons	is	purely	a	style	
choice	made	by	the	wearer.	Typically	any	less	
than	4	buttons	look	odd	as	the	buttons	are	too	far	
apart.	More	buttons	can	look	good	on	a	higher	
fastening	waistcoat,	which	is	a	more	old-school	
style,	seen	rarely	in	business	suiting	environment	
in	the	present	day.	
	

Double	
breasted	
waistcoat	
–	The	
standard	
button	

formation	for	a	“DB”	waistcoat	is	3x3,	though	like	
with	a	jacket	this	can	be	2x2,	2x3,	3x4	or	4x4.	
Two	lower	welt	pockets	are	common	and	unlike	a	
single	breasted	waistcoat,	a	square	hem	is	used	
just	as	often	as	pointed.	DB	waistcoats	are	more	
formal	than	single	-	as	with	jackets	-	and	because	
of	this	its	rare	to	see	DB	waistcoats	on	business	
suits.	They’re	more	common	for	weddings	or	
other	events	as	they	add	a	detail	that	wouldn’t	
otherwise	be	seen	in	the	ofTice.	In	the	case	of	weddings	or	indeed	for	the	more	
sartorially	adventurous	gent,	it	isn’t	uncommon	to	see	a	contrast	DB	waistcoat	-	either	in	
cloth	or	in	colour.	

	

Scoop/Horseshoe	–	The	scooped	waistcoat	(also	
known	as	a	horseshoe	waistcoat)	is	easily	
distinguished	from	the	“normal”	waistcoat	by	its	
plunging	and	curved	opening.	Rather	than	
buttoning	up	to	create	a	“V”	shape	on	the	
wearer’s	torso,	it	instead	curves	at	the	top,	
creating	a	much	softer	rounded	Tinish.	Scooped	
waistcoats	can	be	either	double	or	single	
breasted,	and	can	be	Tinished	with	or	without	a	
lapel.	If	a	lapel	is	chosen,	a	shawl	lapel	will	best	
suit	as	it	also	has	a	natural	curve.	This	kind	of	



 

waistcoat	will	always	have	a	Tlat	bottom.		

	

Waistcoat	details	–	Waistcoats	can	have	a	shawl,	
notch	or	peak	lapel	for	an	extra	detail.	Lapels	
work	on	either	single	or	double	breasted,	normal	
or	horseshoe	waistcoats,	making	them	all	more	
formal.		As	an	alternative	to	having	a	lining	back	
as	would	be	expected,	one	could	instead	opt	for	a	
matching	fabric	back	for	a	change	of	look	or	for	
extra	warmth.	Some	waistcoats	can	also	have	one	
or	even	two	breast	pockets	like	on	a	jacket	as	
well	as	the	more	common	lower	pockets.	

Coat	styles		

General	rules	-	Any	coat	made	from	a	fabric	below	14oz	is	classed	as	a	topcoat,	14	-	
18oz	is	classed	as	an	overcoat	and	anything	above	18oz	is	a	greatcoat.	These	rules	apply	
regardless	of	style.	
	

The	Pea-coat	–	A	pea-coat	is	a	double-breasted	
coat,	with	a	large	military	style	collar	that	will	
“pop”	to	shelter	the	wearer’s	neck.	Shorter	than	
an	overcoat,	a	pea-coat	will	fall	anywhere	
between	the	top	and	bottom	of	the	wearer’s	
thigh.	Pea-coats	are	generally	made	from	quite	a	
heavy	cloth	and	are	quite	stiff,	making	them	a	
very	warm	garment.	They	are	a	much	more	of	a	
casual	option,	as	they	work	well	with	jeans	and	



 

smart	shirts/jumpers.	Though	a	pea-coat	can	work	with	a	suit,	it	may	make	the	overall	
look	more	informal	than	would	be	recommended	in	a	work	environment.	

	

The	Double-Breasted	overcoat	–	A	double-
breasted	overcoat	is	arguably	the	smartest	
option.	Often	styled	similarly	to	a	double-
breasted	suit;	the	coat	will	normally	have	6	
buttons	in	a	“Y”	formation.	Most	double-breasted	
suits	and	coats	will	have	a	peak	lapel	(as	will	
almost	all	double-breasted	garments)	though	
shawl	lapels	are	used	on	occasion.	The	opening	
may	be	a	little	lower	than	on	some	coats	due	to	
the	style,	so	if	you	Tind	that	you	normally	feel	the	
cold,	be	sure	to	ask	your	tailor	to	raise	the	
opening.	This	type	of	overcoat	will	fall	just	to	the	
back	of	the	knee,	offering	a	little	more	trouser	
protection.	

The	polo	coat	–	The	polo	coat	is	styled	like	the	double-breasted	coat	as	mentioned	
previously.	What	makes	it	fall	into	the	speciTic	category	of	being	a	“polo”	coat	is	the	
golden	tan	colour.	Polo	coats	also	come	with	a	turn	back	or	gauntlet	cuff.	

	

The	single-breasted	overcoat	–	Smarter	than	a	
pea-coat,	but	not	as	formal	as	a	double-breasted	
–	the	single-breasted	coat	is	a	great	middle-
ground.	Styled	very	similarly	to	a	single-breasted	
jacket,	a	single-breasted	overcoat	can	have	either	
a	peak,	notch	or	shawl	lapel	and	will	have	very	
similar	pockets	on	the	waist	and	sometimes	the	
breast	–	useful	for	gloves,	or	even	a	pocket	
square	for	that	extra	detail.	Like	it’s	double-
breasted	brother,	a	single	breasted	coat	will	
normally	fall	to	the	back	of	the	knee,	though	on	a	
shorter	gent	a	tailor	might	recommend	a	slightly	
shorter	length	to	maintain	proportion.	



 

	

The	bridge	coat	–	Bridge	coats	come	from	a	
military	background,	similarly	to	the	pea-coat.	
This	similarity	is	also	reTlected	in	the	design.	Like	
the	pea-coat,	bridge	coats	are	double	breasted	
and	have	a	very	similar	collar	style.	The	main	
difference	between	these	two	coats	is	that	the	
bridge	coat	will	be	much	longer,	Tinishing	at	the	
back	of	the	wearer’s	knee.	Bridge	coats	also	tend	
to	have	an	adjustable	belt	on	their	back;	this	
allows	the	wearer	to	alter	the	amount	of	waist	
suppression.	This	means	the	coat	can	be	worn	
with	the	belt	loose	and	a	suit	underneath	it	or	
tightened	and	worn	with	just	a	shirt.		

	

The	trench	coat	-	The	trench	coat	is	very	unique	
in	comparison	to	the	other	coats.	This	is	partially	
down	to	the	cloth	and	partially	because	of	the	
style.	Where	all	of	the	other	coats	are	typically	
made	in	a	wool	or	cashmere	cloth,	trench	coats	
are	made	in	a	waterproofed	cloth;	either	a	wool	
garbadine	or	waxed	cotton.	This	is	because	
trench	coats	are	speciTically	designed	to	keep	
water	out.	This	is	also	reTlected	in	the	style.	They	
are	double	breasted	which	means	water	has	two	
layers	to	try	and	get	through.	The	storm	Tlap	is	a	
feature	unique	to	the	trench;	it	buttons	down	
over	the	opening	of	the	coat	so	that	water	Tlows	
over	it	and	down	the	coat,	not	in	through	the	gap.		
For	the	same	reason;	they	have	belts	on	the	waist	

and	cuffs	that	allow	the	wearer	to	pull	the	coat	close	together,	sealing	gaps	that	water	
may	otherwise	get	into.	

Shoes	
	



 

Oxford	–	An	oxford	shoe	is	the	smartest	option	
for	formal	wear.	An	oxford	shoe	is	any	type	of	
shoe	with	a	closed	lacing	style.	Within	the	oxford	
style	there	are	several	style	sub-genres:	
completely	plain	(whole-cut/one	piece),	a	toe	cap	
oxford,	a	wingtip	oxford	and	a	plain	toe	oxford.	
As	a	rule	of	thumb	(similarly	to	suits),	the	more	
detail/decoration	on	the	shoe,	the	more	casual	it	
becomes.	For	this	reason	alone,	the	whole-cut	
oxford	is	the	smartest	shoe	followed	by	a	plain	
toe	oxford;	the	toe	cap/wingtip	is	the	most	casual	
style	of	oxford.	The	smartest	colour	for	an	oxford	
is	black,	though	a	deep	brown	comes	a	close	
second.			

	

Derby	–	A	derby	is	very	similar	to	an	oxford	in	
style,	the	difference	is	that	derby’s	have	an	open	
lace	rather	than	a	closed	lace.	This	gives	the	shoe	
a	little	more	Tlexibility	and	makes	the	shoe	
slightly	more	informal	than	an	oxford.	Derby’s	
can	be	found	with	a	wingtip	(most	informal),	a	
toecap	(moderately	formal)	or	a	whole	cut	(most	
formal	derby).	Derby’s	are	most	commonly	seen	
in	black,	which	is	the	smartest	option.	Brown	or	
oxblood	derby’s	give	a	much	more	casual	look.		

	

	Brogue	–	A	brogue	is	technically	not	a	type	of	shoe.	A	brogue	is	any	kind	of	shoe	with	
“brogueing”.	Brogueing	is	the	term	used	to	describe	the	decorative	perforations	punched	
into	the	leather	either	following	the	shoes	seams	or	in	a	decorative	pattern.	Though	
brogueing	can	technically	be	used	on	any	shoe,	it	is	most	commonly	seen	on	oxford,	
derby	or	monk	strap	shoes.	The	most	common	types	of	brogueing	are;	Full	brogues	



 

(wingtip	brogues),	quarter	brogues,	semi-
brogues	and	long	wing	brogues.	A	brogued	shoe	
in	black	is	less	formal	than	an	oxford	or	derby,	
but	is	still	acceptable	for	formal	suiting.	Brown	
or	tan	brogued	shoes	are	still	a	smart	option,	but	
will	be	better	suited	to	jeans	or	chinos.	

	
Monk	Strap	-	Monk	strap	shoes	offer	certain	
Tlexibility	to	ones	wardrobe.	Instead	of	having	a	
lace	fastening	like	most	shoes	and	boots,	monk	
straps	have	one	or	two	straps	that	cross	the	top	
of	the	shoe	and	fasten	to	the	side	using	buckles.	
These	buckles	add	a	splash	of	detail	that	not	
many	other	shoes	provide.	Dressed	down	with	
chinos	or	jeans	monk	strap	shoes	will	suit	very	
well.	As	well	as	this,	a	plain	work	suit	can	be	
given	an	extra	bit	of	umph	with	the	decorative	
buckles	of	a	monk	strap.	The	monk	strap	can	
have	a	toe	cap	or	be	plain	and	isn’t	exempt	from	
brogueing.		As	usual,	black	is	the	most	formal	
colour,	with	dark	brown	and	oxblood	close	
behind.	

	

Loafer		-	Loafers	are	the	most	casual	shoe	type	on	this	list.	They	have	no	straps	or	laces,	
as	they	are	simply	a	slip	on	shoe.	They	were	originally	created	as	a	comfortable	shoe	to	
be	worn	around	ones	abode	and	only	up	until	recently	did	they	become	a	shoe	that	can	
be	worn	casually.	There	are	three	main	types	of	loafer:	the	penny	loafer,	the	tassel	loafer	
and	the	bit	loafer.	Some	would	argue	that	the	bit	loafer	is	most	formal	due	to	the	
decorative	metal	bar	across	its	front.	A	penny	loafer	has	a	leather	strap	across	the	front,	



 

with	a	decorative	shape	cut	into	it.	The	tassel	
loafer	looks	most	like	a	vintage	slipper,	with	
tassels	attached	to	the	front	of	the	shoe	instead	
of	a	leather	band.		
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